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TUBA CITY, Ariz. -- TCHRCC 
is offering Regeneron infusion treat-
ment for patients who have tested 
positive for the COVID-19 virus, 
but the treatment must be done with-
in a short window of opportunity, 
say public health officials. 

Regeneron (REGEN-CoV) is a 
monoclonal antibody treatment for 
COVID-19. It blocks the virus that 
causes COVID-19 from attaching 
to human cells, making it more dif-
ficult for the virus to reproduce, and 
has been shown to prevent severe ill-
ness and helps patients recover. 

“It is the same treatment that doc-
tors used for former President Trump 
when he contracted the virus,” said 
TCRHCC Public Health Director 
Annie Edleman. “It must be given 
within 10 days after showing symp-
toms, but the earlier the better.” 

“Data published on December 
3rd in the New England Journal of 
Medicine reports that REGEN-CoV 
infusion resulted in risk reduction of 
70.4% for hospitalization or death, 
compared to a placebo. It reduced 

the median time to resolution of 
symptoms by 4 days (10 days vs 14 
days), compared to placebo. It also 
reduced viral load faster than place-
bo, decreasing the ability to spread 
the virus to others,” said Edleman. 

Since mid-July, TCRHCC has 
given more than 450 REGEN-CoV 
infusions with 180 infusions in No-
vember alone,” said Edleman. 

“If a patient tests positive with 
COVID-19, here at Tuba City, we 
will offer REGEN-CoV as an op-
tion to lower the risk of hospitaliza-
tion and death. But a patient must 
be tested as soon as possible after 
symptoms start and accept the medi-
cation,” Edleman explained. “We 
are lucky to have good supply of this 
effective treatment and staff to give 
it seven days a week, but the demand 
is high.”

“It must be given within 10 days 
after the symptoms appear,” said 
Dr. Amanda Burrage, Epidemic Re-
sponse Team Lead. “But the sooner 
the better.” She advises the public 
to get tested early if you have been 

exposed to COVID-19 or have any 
symptoms that might be COVID-19. 

The treatment process takes 
about three hours. “What happens 
is that the patient has an IV placed 
and then is given the intravenous 
REGEN-CoV medication for 30 
minutes.  After the infusion, they are 
monitored for one hour to make sure 
the medication is well tolerated,” 
she said.  

If a patient receives REGEN-
CoV after testing positive for CO-
VID-19, they should wait 90 days 
until getting a COVID-19 vaccine. 
“They must wait 90 days because 
the monoclonal antibody would stop 
the vaccine from doing its’ job by 
kind of ‘sopping up’ all the vaccine, 
just like it did the actual virus,” said 
Dr..Burrage.

Currently, the intravenous medi-
cation is the only monoclonal anti-
body treatment available, however 
the FDA is likely to approve an 
oral pill monoclonal antibody in the 
coming weeks to months.

TCRHCC offers Regeneron treatment
for COVID-19 patients
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Sacred Peaks Health Center
6300 N Highway 89 
Flagstaff, AZ 86004

To Schedule An Appointment, Call:
866-976-5941

Tuba City Regional Health Care
167 N Main Street
Tuba City, AZ 86045

To Schedule An Appointment, Call:
866-976-5941

LeChee Health Facility
3 Miles South Coppermine Road
LeChee, Arizona

To Schedule An Appointment, Call:
(928) 698-4900
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The Specialty Care Center at the 
Tuba City Regional Health Care 
Corporation received a very special 
donation of 60 gift baskets for cancer 
patients.  

Varian, a Siemens Healthineers 
company, that specializes in radiation 
oncology medical devices and 
software, and their team members 
hosted a special team building event 
that focused on giving back to small 
communities.  

The Varian team, headed by Mr. 
Tommy Roberts, Senior Director of 
Enterprise Solutions, and Karen Ki-

gin, Marketing Manager, helped or-
ganize the donation of patient care 
items, consisting of blankets, eye 
masks, beanies, protein shakes, small 
pillows, nutritional drinks, moistur-
izing cream, water bottles, and many 
other items.  

TCRHCC extends their 
appreciation to the Varian team 
and their commitment of “putting 
patients in the center of everything 
we do.” 

To learn more about the Specialty 
Care Center or to donate, go to www.
navajohopihealthfoundation.org.

Mathew Tress, 
Director of 
Specialty Care 
Center, and  
Joette Walters, 
Associate of 
Executive 
Officer, 
extend their 
appreciation to 
Varian for the 
care baskets 
donation.

'Chemo Care Packages’ to 
help local cancer patients

Welcome to TCRHCC!

Jennifer
LeBlanc
Interim Director 
of Intensive 
Care Unit

We want to welcome Jennifer 
LeBlanc to TCRHCC! She comes to 
Tuba City from Austin Texas as our 
Interim Director of ICU. 

She has been an RN for 40 years 
with clinical concentration in ICU 
nursing including Trauma, Neuro, 
General ICU, and cardiac units. 

She has had extensive experience 
in education and leadership as well. 
Jennifer received her Master’s 
degree in Nursing Administration 
from the University of Texas in 
2012. Most recently, her focus has 
been on nursing leadership including 
Executive Nursing roles in Texas, 
Florida, and South Carolina.

Jennifer is married to Lionel, who 
is also an RN working as a recruiter. 
They have been married for 36 years 
and have 3 grown children, and 6 
(soon to be 7) grandchildren. They 
enjoy exploring, hiking, golfing, and 
playing with the grandchildren
Fun facts about Jennifer

Jennifer is working on becoming 
a Master stained glass artist and 
spends much of  her free time on her 
craft.

Both Jennifer and her entire 
family are originally from Western 
Canada, and still have extended 
family there.

We are thrilled to announce Julia 
Billy, MHA, as Chief Quality Officer at 
Tuba City Regional Health Care Corp. 

Julia has worked 20 years in 
healthcare, 18 years at TCRHCC and 2 
years at Flagstaff Medical Center.

Beforing accepting her new position, 
she was the TCRHCC Community 

Health Center’s Program Director since 
2019.

Julia is Biihbitoodniih (Deer 
Spring), born for Tl’aaschi’I (Red 
Bottom) bashishchiin, her maternal 
grandfather are Kiis’aanii (Hopi) dah 
shicheii, and her paternal grandfather 
are Todich’ii’niih (Bitterwater). Julia A. Billy, MHA

Chief Quality Officer Mentee

TCRHCC Announced New Chief Quality Officer
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TCRHCC to add a second drive up pharmacy 
service at LeChee Health Center 

LECHEE, Ariz. --Tuba City Re-
gional Health Care Corporation is 
adding an addition to the LeChee 
Health & Wellness Center that would 
allow their patients to receive their 
medications through a drive-up win-
dow service that is nearly complete.

“In the face of COVID-19, the 
introduction of drive-thru pharmacy 
service is among measures that have 
been recommended by the Centers 
for Disease Control to increase pro-
tection and safety both for the phar-
macy staff and patients,” said Lechee 
Pharmacy Assistant Director Clinton 
McCormick. “The drive-up service 
will also improve workflow and in-
crease safety at our LeChee facility.” 

The drive-up will be the second 
drive up pharmacy service construct-
ed by the TCRHCC. The other drive-
up location is open 24/7 at the main 
hospital in Tuba City and has been 
in operation since 2009.  The Center 
is part of the TCRHCC network and 
located three miles south of Page, 
Arizona, next to the LeChee Chapter 
House.

“Right now, the staff must leave 
the building and walk each prescrip-
tion to a patient’s parked vehicle,” 
said McCormick. “The drive-thru 
window will increase patient ac-
cess to pick up their medications. 
The window will have a drawer for 
medications to be passed through to 
patients. An intercom at the window 
will be utilized for patients to com-

municate with the pharmacist.” 
The drive up is expected to be 

completed the second week of De-
cember and administrators are antici-
pating 52 to 60 visits per day. Center 
administrators said about 75% of the 
Center’s activity is pharmacy relat-
ed.  The pharmacy mails out medica-
tion on behalf of the entire TCRHCC 
network. The pharmacy is staffed by 
five pharmacists and seven pharma-
cy technicians.

“We are committed to providing 
safe and accessible health care,” said 
the Center’s Program Director Patri-
cia Kent, RN. LeChee Health & Well-
ness Center was initially established 
as LeChee Health Facility in Novem-
ber 2012 to provide pharmacy needs 
for the local patient population. The 

Center has since expanded its servic-
es to include family medicine, ortho-
pedics, urology, pediatrics, general 
surgery, dermatology, and an ENT 
allergy clinic. In November 2021, 
the Center had 2,025 visits. 

The Center serves Native Ameri-
can beneficiaries living in Page, 
Ariz., as well as surrounding Navajo 
chapters: LeChee, Coppermine, and 
Gap Bodaway. The clinic is part of 
the TCRHCC network and located 
three miles south of Page, Arizona, 
next to the LeChee Chapter House. 

The LeChee Health & Wellness 
Center was the original LeChee 
Chapter House.  On Nov. 2, 2012, 
TCRHCC celebrated with a blessing 
ceremony of the new Center. 

# # #

Director of LeChee Health Center, Patricia Kent, and Pharmacist, Clint 
McCormick, are standing in the drive up pharmacy lane in LeChee, Arizona. 
The pharmacy drive up is set to open in early January 2022.
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K'47 – Family
Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
2. my younger brother
4. my younger sister
5. my older brother
6. my mother

DOWN
1. my older sister
2. my father
3. my maternal grandfather
4. my maternal grandmother

1

2 3

4

5

6

shicheii
shideezh7

sh1d7
shinaa7

shim1s1n7
shizh4'4

shitsil7
shim1
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Tuba City Regional Health 
Care Corporation

Main Telephone
Switchboard
(866) 976-5941

Navajo Nation Police

Police and Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS)
(928) 283-3111
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